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Thorsten Knaub

The Cinema Machine
Preview: Wednesday 1 November 2006, 6pm to 9pm.

On view:  2 to 21 November and 2 to 21 December, 12noon to 6pm daily.

************************* PRESS RELEASE ***************************

OUTPOST is pleased to host Thorsten Knaub’s first UK solo show. The Cinema Machine presents us with 100 films in 100 minutes, all selected by the artist from a range of ‘top 100’s’. Each film has been retimed to fit into a 60 second window, with the opening and closing moments being seen in real time: the first introducing the race that is about to begin and the last providing a brief respite that allows for a moment of reflection before the next sequence commences.

Films that are known to the viewer have their familiarity distorted. Scenes are anticipated but either flash by before the brain can absorb the information or are completely missed as they coincide with the blink of an eye. Experiencing this cinematic express ride is an exhausting and exhilarating cultural overload that leaves eyes tired and bodies drained. One wonders if The Cinema Machine experience might be some kind of experimental psychological environment or apparatus that subjects the viewer to a maelstrom of memory and popular imagery.

The Cinema Machine’s rapid delivery reflects contemporary society’s ever-increasing appetite for more and more entertainment delivered at higher and higher speeds. The title may be referencing the relentlessness of the film industry as an unstoppable entertainment machine that churns out film after film in search of the next blockbuster.

Knaub’s practice often concerns itself with ideas around how technology affects society as well as the artist and his processes. Previous projects include GPSdiary (www.gpsdiary.org), an online archive recording the daily movements of the artist during a yearlong period using the Global Positioning System. Current projects include a film about Chris Burden’s The Flying Steamroller commissioned by the South London Gallery, and the upcoming exhibition Metalandscapes at the Joan Miró Foundation in Mallorca in 2007.

Since completing an MA in Fine Art Media at the Slade School of Art in 1999, Knaub has exhibited extensively in countries including the UK, Australia, Canada, USA, France and Holland. For further reference and images visit www.thorstenknaub.com.

********************************* ENDS *********************************

For further information please contact Kaavous Clayton at questions@norwichoutpost.org or on 07814562906
