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Dom Theobald

Painting, Painting, Painting
Preview: Saturday 6 January 2007, 6pm to 9pm.

On view:  2 to 21 January, 12noon to 6pm daily.

*********************** PRESS RELEASE *************************

In January 2007 OUTPOST is pleased to be exhibiting the paintings of Dom Theobald. For the last ten years he has been engaging with a specific motif that employs two visual elements: representations of everyday objects combined with a surface that acts as a context to varying extents. He is not so interested in painting images of what a thing looks like as he is with painting what an object is in itself. It is as if the persistent engagement of the artist with the physicality of objects means that their representations have no overt symbolic function. The work is so rich in painterly style that we are likely to follow the marks made by Theobald to the point where the type of identity we normally denote with a proper noun such as “leaf” or “stone” becomes lost in relation to these objects.

Theobald works hard to equate the physical existence of the objects to which his representations refer with the painted surface. This surface is more than a background; it can raise, almost exalt the objects, or eat away at them to the point where we struggle to pick out their form. In the paintings displayed at OUTPOST a compromise is achieved. The objects move between distances on the canvas: in places they are dragged over a thickly applied ground and in others they are abstracted to pure painterly rhythm. 

Further we find a tension in the very basic connection of the words in the title of the works to their referents in the world around us, and the supposed connection of these words to the objects in the paintings. Theobald offers us a relation to everyday objects that we are normally incapable of: through his work it is possible to disrupt a layer of thought that our every day use of language keeps in place. The list of words in the title of the show reflects the method Theobald uses to title his works and references the faith in language to represent the world around us whilst parodying the triple repetition of a word that has become a political tool to emphasise agendas of great import.

******************************* ENDS *******************************

For further information please contact Kaavous Clayton at questions@norwichoutpost.org or on 07814562906
