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Helen Rousseau
Favorite

Preview: 1 May 2007, 6pm to 9pm.
On view:  2 to 21 May, 12 noon to 6pm daily.

**************************** PRESS RELEASE ****************************

This April the exhibition space at OUTPOST will stage an installation piece by Helen Rousseau. By referencing decorative and structural elements within architecture, the ‘flat pack’ and packaging, Rousseau’s work evolves - in part - from the subjective sampling of our built-environment, being specifically concerned to articulate something particular about the edge of the work in relation to the space that it inhabits. Very often, this edge emerges as an extendable and somewhat provisional boundary, with the work’s construction left open, its fabrication processes seemingly interrupted. Rousseau herself, has stated, “I want to achieve a strong temporal aspect to the whole, each element, its colour, material quality and placement, lending it a certain pace. Very often, I’m thinking of how to achieve a sense of retardation and a suggestion that the viewer may have arrived after the event.”
The OUTPOST presentation will include the repetitive use of simple modular units, the resulting forms carving out spaces within their surroundings, providing a terrain around which, smaller collages, images and a video can operate. The use of low grade or ‘bland’ materials - in this instance, Chipboard - remains important within Rousseau’s installation based practice, while the level of structural patterning embraced by some individual components, set within the wider piece, has become more marked recently, creating propositions which are more singular, with greater autonomy as objects. As such, Rousseau is interested in the claims on space that these objects make, the demands they make of the viewer and the relationship that exists between the banality of the material and the complexity of the structure.

The exhibition title ‘Favorite’ refers to the process of sampling, suggesting the choices and sustained gaze that contributes to the development of a work. What is it that rises to the surface in the act of contemplation, the relationships between elements as well as the experience of them, what is edited out, what is the nature of our investment in ‘things’ and how much attention can Rousseau ask you, the viewer to give to it.
Helen Rousseau studied at Manchester Polytechnic completing a BA in Textiles Embroidery in 1987 and at the Slade School of Fine Art completing a MFA in 2005. She lives and works in London. 

 

*********************************** ENDS ***********************************
