ROBIN TARBET

MONITORED LANDSCAPE No.9

O U T P O S T

Preview: Monday 1st October, 6 - 9pm
On view: 2nd to 21st October
12noon to 6pm daily
PRESS RELEASE>

Robin Tarbet’s recent work, which he will show at OUTPOST this October, has taken a folk computer-scientific approach to sculpture. His installations are wired and soldered together out of all manner of species of electrical circuitry, which are deployed sometimes out of an appreciation for their mimetic dispositions and at other times for their functional role within the sprawling electrical system that grows up around them. Indeed there are predominantly two ways in which these sculptures work: as a visual composition and as an electrical system.

For his OUTPOST show Tarbet approaches, with renewed conviction, the problem of how the appearance of the electrical circuits that he fabricates can come to mimic our own 1:1 urban landscapes. His installation will play with our understanding of scale and has the potential to confuse our perception of the supposedly miniature world of the circuit board. The title of this site-specific presentation - Monitored Landscape No.9 - might give the reader a clue as to how the artist will achieve such results.

The circuitry, with silver signposting, that maps out the expanses of miniature districts will also run LED’s, fans and other equipment usually embedded or hidden within the plastic casing of our electrical appliances. As such the installation is configured in such a way that not only will its appearance mimic the city; but it will also mimic that city’s dependence on electricity to give it light and movement. This wiring that underpins the grandiose systems of our world, which usually goes unseen, is revealed in the work and is highlighted, as it becomes part of the architecture of Tarbet’s cityscape. 

Robin studied for his BA at Norwich School of Art and Design and graduated in 2004 going on to study a MFA at the Royal College of Art graduating in 2006. He currently teaches at Kingston University, London and is a visiting lecturer at NSAD.
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