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OUTPOST is pleased to present Instant Distance / Distant Instance, an exhibition of new work by Steve Bishop.

Bishop’s ideas and practice focuses on the complexities of representation. Often making abstractions from popular culture to explore the way in which meaning is mediated in an image driven world, his new series of prints and sculptural work engages with the dialectic of desire and value. Through using juxtapositions of the profane and the momentous that are characteristic of advertising, Bishop subverts our conflated understanding of beauty and meaning.   

The sculptures in Instant Distance / Distant Instance function on one level as visual puns; ostensibly clothes drying racks, the sculptures are also irreverent paean to minimalism with their use of strip lights and play of form. The sculpture’s minimalist appearance however is interrupted by the items of clothing strewn upon it, and through this humorous shift the works seek to undermine the iconic status of, and to some extent reclaim, these canonical forms. On a more conceptual level, the sculptures engage with ideas of functionality and utility, and present a witty satire upon questions of art’s use value.  

Much of work presented in the show is concerned with ideas of layering and distance. The end wall of the gallery is covered with wallpaper that depicts a breezeblock surface upon which a sculpture is hung. Originally intended to cover shooting gallery walls, the wallpaper’s appropriation within an exhibition space plays on this sense of removal and layering, also calling attention to the absurdity of covering a wall in what is commonly perceived to be an aesthetically undesirable surface. 

The series of prints Entertainment as a Distant Violence also occupy strange representational ground. The images are of shooting gallery targets, re-photographed with domestic objects adds a sense of distance between image and viewer. The idea of a shooting target, an image that stands in for human life, an idea also reflected in the limp linen of the sculptures, the uninhabited clothes suggest an absence or lack of life. 

Steve Bishop graduated from the Royal College in 2008, and was included in Ventriloquist at Timothy Taylor Gallery, London and Bloomberg New Contemporaries 2008, A-Foundation Liverpool. He has also recently had a solo exhibition at Pianissimo, Milan and will feature in Newspeak: British Art Now at The State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia. 
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