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OUTPOST is proud to announce the debut solo exhibition in England by Glasgow-based artist, James McLardy.

For this show entitled Common Soul, McLardy has created a number of sculptural works utilising a wide range of materials, which illustrate a playful involvement with the gallery space. He appropriates an architectural vocabulary, with each component embracing various traditions of craftsmanship in a society of collapsing hierarchies and disciplines.

McLardy abstracts familiar forms and material textures, exploring the status of objects through a process that explores notions of grandeur and informality. An oversized red neckerchief acts as a focal point - its up-scaled informality becomes an anti-monumentalist symbol distorting perceptions of both the gallery and other works in the show. 

Part-suspended by the metal trusses spanning the gallery are two semi-elliptical forms created from painted wood and plaster. These pieces adopt the ‘running mould technique’ traditionally used in the production of friezes, archways and columns. Reminiscent of metal girders, these curved ‘T’ sections are enveloped by clean, sharp lines and edges of the plaster thereby questioning the relationship between the crafted and industrial.

Through a laboured and skills-based practice, McLardy creates work that represents a trajectory of architectural heritage and a surmising of technique, building a dialogue between traditional purism and a modernist aesthetic. Simultaneously McLardy misdirects our relationships to and perceptions of materials by rendering and distorting objects in order to challenge their authenticity.

The reading of materiality is further challenged by the clay-like quality of a ‘plastic manipulated’ RSJ cast in bronze or by the placement of a meticulously rendered faux marbled form lent against brown sheet rubber. The inherent value of the materials is subverted through the use of Trompe l’oeil, alluding to the contentious issues around the value attributed to contemporary art, and the techniques of the artisan.

James McLardy studied as an architect before attending the Glasgow School of Art in 1996. Recent group shows include The Facade Within at The Embassy Gallery, Edinburgh, 2009 and Die, Die, Die, members show at Transmission, Glasgow, 2009, ES - at Catalyst Arts, Belfast, 2007. Solo shows include, Part Lost Objects at the Glasgow Project Room, 2008 and Ivory Stages at the Glasgow Sculpture Studios gallery, 2006. He has recently received a Creative and Professional Development Award from the Scottish Arts Council, which has supported the development of works for this exhibition.
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