Protocols for Deceleration: night is also a sun


Plastique Fantastique/David Burrows & Simon O’Sullivan


Plastique Fantastique are a fictional group of human and inhuman avatars created by David Burrows & Simon O’Sullivan through assemblages, drawings, writing and comics and through ritualised performance. These ‘untimely’ avatars deliver communiqués from the extreme past and the future. For the exhibition and performance at Outpost, Plastique Fantastique will draw upon the technologies and rituals of different (so-called) cults to access multiple durations and temporalities and to explore the relation of aesthetics, politics and the sacred through installation and performance. 

Protocols for Deceleration: night is also a sun presents four stations (in the form of looped films played on monitors) that deliver communiqués from Plastique Fantastique avatars. The installation will also include a sand/glitter drawing made the night before the exhibition opens and diagrams, objects, masks and drawings pertaining to the stations and the protocols to be enacted within the exhibition. 

The exhibition culminates with a performance by Plastique Fantastique in which the group, sporting masks, materialize in the centre of the city and parade through the streets to the gallery to perform a Deceleration Ritual, utilizing the four stations and destroying the sand/glitter drawing. Through this ritual the performers become cleared of habits and memory (until they can no longer see, speak or hear) and then become possessed by the avatars of different durations and times. Throughout the duration of the exhibition, visitors (other subjects) entering the installation are invited to engage with the stations and perform the protocols, to perform a clearing, to become possessed of an infinite deceleration. 

The Deceleration Protocols:

First protocol/station: Clearing the Volitions (until the commodity is no longer ‘seen’, until the thing is no longer desired, until the thing is a thing). Subject receives information/transmissions from a Plastique Fantastique avatar in order to clear their desire for, and connection to certain objects.

Second protocol/station: Unlearning the Learning (as you act, so you are).
Subject mimics everyday gestures performed by a Plastique Fantastique avatar in reverse, a process which increases in speed throughout the unlearning: say no/no say/say yes/ yes say/waving goodbye/goodbye waving/lots of laughing/laughing of lots/thinking deeply/deeply thinking.

Third protocol/station: Speaking upside-down (until the space between speech and what is said becomes obliterated). Subject chants newspaper headlines, backward and forwards, until nonsense becomes news. 


Fourth protocol/station: Making the world/destroying the world (until the absence of myth is the only myth). Subject listens to the voices of Plastique Fantastique avatars, their instructions and apocalyptic stories. (Subject is told they have lost their memory, that they don’t know who they are, that there has been a terrible war, that only they have survived…) Subject follows directives to sprinkle, draw in and sweep up black glitter; they are transported to a new land, where night is also a sun.

Protocols for Deceleration will also feature a chant recorded by Residue. On the day of the performance Plastique Fantastique will be Aryapala, David Burrows, Simon O'Sullivan, Samudadaka.

For more info about Plastique Fantastique visit: 

www.plastiquefantastique.org
 
