ULTRA-RED IN COLLABORATION WITH THE RURAL RACISM PROJECT
Dub Curriculum

O U T P O S T

Opening view: Sunday 1 November, 6 – 9pm

On view: 2-21 November

12noon to 6pm daily
Open to public – admission free

OUTPOST is pleased to present Dub Curriculum, part of an on-going collaboration between sound-art collective Ultra-red and anti-racism organisers from the Rural Racism Project. Dub Curriculum is a joint-commission with the AURORA Film Festival. 

Drawing on the histories of conceptual art, the anti-racist legacy of dub music in Britain and practices of emancipatory literacy, Dub Curriculum asks participants to articulate their own vocabularies in relation to the discourse on race, resisting a convenient retreat to familiar terms like diversity and multi-culturalism. The project presents a barbed critique of the way such language, in its refusal of racism, contributes to the production of the very conditions for racist violence. Without an explicit articulation of a liberatory impulse, and in the name of pragmatism and efficiency, this bureaucratic discourse often forecloses the possibility of fundamental social transformation and justice. Dub Curriculum is a modest attempt to give form to the grammar of emergent struggle that might be produced beyond this discourse.

As part of Dub Curriculum Ultra-red and the Rural Racism Project will come to Norwich to dispatch the question: what is the sound of anti-racism in the UK?

Together, the collectives invite local artists, activists, migrants and migrant rights, trade union and social service workers to attend an evening event exploring the shifting dimensions of racism and anti-racism in the UK. The event will begin with a performance of sounds generated by Ultra-red and the Rural Racism Project in their ongoing investigation and activation of anti-racism struggles in England’s southwest. Attendees are invited to bring their own sounds, recorded on mobile phones or other portable playing devices in answer to the question. All are welcome to this event. Those who cannot bring recordings will be invited to listen and offer their own reflections on the changing dimensions of racism in their community.

The event is free of charge and refreshments will be served.

In the worlds of sound art and modern electronic music, Ultra-red pursue a fragile but dynamic exchange between art and political organizing. Founded in 1994 by two AIDS activists, Ultra-red have over the years expanded to include artists, researchers and organisers from different social movements including the struggles of migration, anti-racism, participatory community development, and the politics of HIV/AIDS. Collectively, the group have produced radio broadcasts, performances, recordings, installations, texts and public space actions (ps/o). Exploring acoustic space as enunciative of social relations, Ultra-red take up the acoustic mapping of contested spaces and histories utilising sound-based research (termed Militant Sound Investigations) that directly engage the organizing and analyses of political struggles.

The Rural Racism Project (RRP) is a community-based racial justice organisation that supports people who have experienced racism through casework, advice, training, research, language support and arts programmes. Responding to racist incidents in Devon, Somerset and Cornwall, the RRP is a self-organised group of people primarily composed of those resistant to or excluded from the broader frameworks of diversity, multi-culturalism and inclusion. Through a network of relationships that traverse many sectors, the project goes beyond traditional notions of service, evolving work through participatory processes of collective support, education and action.

What is the sound of anti-racism in the UK?

Encuentro Norwich - Tuesday 10 November, 5-7:30pm

